The Devonian system is represented in the British Isles by a series of rocks many thousands of feet in thickness, none of which, except in the south of England, hold marine fossils. Red sandstones constitute the predominant exposures, the colors ranging from light red to deep chocolate-brown, but in places are also found sandstones and shales of green, gray, or yellow colors. Besides the sandstone, the system includes much shale and conglomerate, the latter in places consisting of largesized and subangular d6bris. Much volcanic material is intermixed in certain localities. This system of rocks, so distinct from the marine formations, has been familiarly known since the days of Hugh Miller as the Old Red Sandstone.
The Devonian system is represented in the British Isles by a series of rocks many thousands of feet in thickness, none of which, except in the south of England, hold marine fossils. Red sandstones constitute the predominant exposures, the colors ranging from light red to deep chocolate-brown, but in places are also found sandstones and shales of green, gray, or yellow colors. Besides the sandstone, the system includes much shale and conglomerate, the latter in places consisting of largesized and subangular d6bris. Much volcanic material is intermixed in certain localities. This system of rocks, so distinct from the marine formations, has been familiarly known since the days of stone. Yet this is to the geologist and biologist a most important problem, especially as it may be shown that the conditions of the environment held important causal relations to the rise of amphibians.
The differences in conclusions are not due to differences of opinion in regard to the actual facts of stratigraphy, but to radical differences in the interpretation of those facts. At the present stage of investigation it is of the first importance therefore to determine the criteria for interpretation and their degree of validity. It is that subject especially to which the writer has given attention in previous investigations. The present concusions rest therefore upon the following papers.
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